
 

Documents to be enclosed with the doctoral application  

 

 

A complete application consists of the following: 

a) Previous education and official academic records. There should be a detailed list of previous education 

and courses. Official academic records of all previous education at the tertiary/university level is 

required..  

b) CurriculumVitae and a list of publications. Specify any publications in the proposed field of research. A 

list of publications should accompany the application.   

c) References: The applicant needs two references using the provided forms. These shall be sent to the 

Office of the Faculty of Political Science. One reference should be a University instructor, if possible. 

d) A brief essay on the proposed thesis and the premises for the applicant to undertake the proposed 

research (3-5 pages). In this essay the applicant will explain his/her goals in undertaking doctoral studies 

and the proposed research project. The essay needs to describe the applicant’s field of interest and his/her 

ability to undertake the doctoral studies. It should include a short survey of the state of the field of 

research. The applicant should also explain how his/her knowledge of the field and research methods 

enable him/her to complete the proposed program of study and tie in with previous experience, as well as 

other appropriate experience. The application should also address how the student can further his/her 

studies with regard to methodology or theoretical knowledge if needed.  

e) A short description of the research and a short research proposal. (1-2 pages). The applicant shall 

explain his/her objectives with reference to the research and his/her studies and address the research 

methods applied. The applicant should outline his knowledge of the field of research and relevant 

experience.  

f) A study plan, including a rough timetable and an explanation of the applicant’s ability to complete the 

program of study (1-2 pages). The applicant explains how he/she will approach the program of study, as a 

full-time or part-time student, etc., and addresses what services will be needed from the University. The 

applicant should also outline how he/she will finance his/her studies. Should the applicant intend to take 

part of his/her studies abroad, he/she will need to address that. 

g) Supervisor. The applicant can request a specific supervisor and teachers can encourage a student to apply 

to the doctoral program. The applicant cannot be guaranteed a specific supervisor nor can the applicant 

secure a supervisor before she applies.   

h) The process of the application. Online application forms are availbel during application periods. Other 

documentation can be sent directly to the office of the Faculty of Political Science. The office will review 

the application and contact the applicant if there are any documents missing. The applicant will receive a 

response in writing once the faculty has processed the application. The application and records of 

doctoral studies are kept at the faculty.  

 

 

Further information provided by the office of the Faculty of Political Science  
Office hours are every weekday at 10 – 12  and  13 - 15:30 

Tel : + 354- 525-4573 / 525-5445  

E-mail: stjornmal@hi.is 

 


