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Contract between master’s student and supervisor
The undersigned parties make the following agreement that

______________________________________________________________(„supervisor“) 

shall be the supervisor for ___________________________________________________ 

kt. _______________________________(„student“) in post-graduate research studies in biomedical sciences at the Faculty of Medicine/Odontology
1.The project:

The student will work on the project ________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
From (date) _______________ till (date)______________(„the project“). 

2. The role of the supervisor:
· The supervisor explains to the student the demands regarding the project and gives him/her encouragement and support.   
· The supervisor advises the student, e.g. on the following: 
· Defining the subject
· How to conduct reference searches
· Definition of aims and research questions
· Designing a research plan
· Acquisition of research data, their analysis and interpretation. 
· Presentation of results
· Composition of the thesis 
· The supervisor acquires appropriate permission e.g. from the National Bioethics Committee. 
· The supervisor calls the first meeting of the student’s master’s committee 

· The supervisor monitors and assesses progress of the project with reference to the research and study plan. 
· The supervisor assists the students to tackle any problems that may arise, such as regarding ethical issues in the research, technical problems and other matters. 
· The supervisor assesses the overall outcome of the project at the end of the study period and gives an assessment. 
3. Role of the student:
· The student is responsible for his/her studies and students at the master’s level are expected to be able to work independently. 
· The student works out a research plan with advice from his/her supervisor, makes a time plan for the project and its completion. 
· The student shall have regular meetings with his/her supervisor and they shall agree on work between meetings. 
· The student carries out all tasks as agreed with the supervisor. 
· The student informs his/her supervisor regularly about progress and status of the project. 
· The student adheres to general rules of the University of Iceland and/or collaborators (institutions/companies) on safety and working practices, including rules on confidentiality and privacy. 
· The student consults the supervisor regarding writing and submission of the master’s thesis.   
4. Study facilities:
The student shall be provided with appropriate research and work facilities sufficient for his/her studies and research project. 

Regular access of the student to his/her supervisor shall be guaranteed. 

The student shall have the opportunity to present and discuss his/her work at workshops, seminars and the like. 

5. Right to publish:
The student shall return all original data to the supervisor in a legible form at the end of his/her studies. This applies even if the results of the research have been published in open forum. The parties of this contract are permitted to agree on copying of data.
If the supervisor considers the results of the project suitable for general publication the 

student shall  hand in the relevant part of a/the manuscript(s) for (a) scientific paper(s) for 
publication in a peer-reviewed scientific journal within 6 months from the end of his/her 
master’s studies (MS examination).  The student shall then be listed as an author, but the order of authors will be according to contribution. The supervisor will normally be the last (senior) author. If the student does not hand in a manuscript within the specified time limit the supervisor is free to use data from the student’s research project for publication. In such cases the student shall be offered to be a co-author. 
The student shall allow the publication of his/her thesis on the University of Iceland website

and/or the website of the institution/company.  In special cases it is permitted to limit access 
to a thesis for up to 18 months, e.g. because of patent issues. A special application to this 
effect must be submitted to the relevant Faculty.
6. Confidentiality:
Any knowledge gained by the student on research and development by his/her supervisor or other collaborators shall be confidential and remain so regardless of the time frame of this agreement. 

Date: ________________________

On behalf of the Faculty of Medicine/Odontology, University of Iceland: _______________________________

Supervisor:_____________________________________________________________

Student:________________________________________________________________
This contract is valid for 36 months from signing except for the clause on confidentiality and if stated otherwise. Students are urged to familiarize themselves carefully with rules on master’s studies. 
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